
MERV Rating Training Flyer 

What is a MERV Rating? 

 MERV stands for Minimum Efficiency Rating Value.  

 This is an industry standard rating system that allows you to compare filters made by different 

manufacturers.  

 Ranging from 1 (lowest efficiency) to 20 (highest efficiency) and tells the consumer how well the filter 

captures and holds dirt and dust. 

 Developed by the ASHRAE, the American Society of Heating, Refrigerating, and Air-Conditioning 

Engineers. They also set testing protocol to ensure ratings are consistent.  

What do the different ratings mean? 

 Generally, the higher the MERV, the better the filter will perform at removing smaller particle sizes.  

o MERV 1-4:  designed to remove large particles. These filters are used primarily to protect 

equipment and are used in light industrial and residential applications. 

 

o MERV 5-16 filters remove finer particles and are used in applications where it is important to 

protect individuals or processes from airborne contaminants that could otherwise affect health 

and productivity. 

Typically, Merv 8 filters are thought of as our "better" filter option and Merv 11 filters as our "best” filter option. 

Typically, Merv 13 filters are not recommended, because these filters may negatively affect certain HVAC systems. 

 

Typical applications for the major MERV value ranges are: 
MERV 1 – 4:   Minimum filtration, used almost exclusively in residential buildings 
MERV 5 – 8:   Most commercial applications and better residential buildings 
MERV 9 – 12:  Superior residential buildings and better commercial buildings 
MERV 13 – 16:  Hospital inpatient and general surgery; found in superior commercial buildings 
MERV 17 – 20:  Clean rooms and pharmaceutical manufacturing 
 

 

http://www.ontimeairfilters.com/merv-8-air-filter
http://www.ontimeairfilters.com/merv-11-air-filter
http://www.ontimeairfilters.com/MERV-13-air-filter


What MERV do we stock? 

We stock the Air Bears which are MERV 8 product numbers “AB” and “ABC”. 

We also stock some Honeywell’s that are MERV 11. To find these do an “FC100” F4 search.  

We also stock Flanders Filters. Almost all Flanders we sell is MERV 8. To find these you can do a “PLEATFIL” or “FIL” F4 

search. Columbus is the only branch that moves a lot of the MERV 11 Flanders Filters. To find these you can do a 

“MERV11” F4 Search.  

 


