
Intro to PVC Primer and Cement Training Flyer 

 
PVC or Polyvinyl Chloride is a synthetic plastic used in many applications. One of the most 

widely used applications is sitting in our pipe yards and on the shelves in our buildings in 

the form of PVC Pipe and Fittings. Because PVC pipe and fittings are such a big part of what 

we do we should all have a working knowledge of the main method they are connected. 

This flyer will serve to give a basic overview of PVC Primer and Cement. 

 

If you have not read the Intro to PVC Pipe and Fittings Flyer you are encouraged to now.  

 

PVC Solvent Weld Products:  
 
PVC pipe and fittings are most often glued together. There are two chemicals needed in 

the process; primer and glue (also referred to as cement). You will also need a dauber 

(the applicator in the picture to the right. These are usually attached to the lid. Primer 

and Cements are described below: 

 

Primer: The purpose of primer is to begin the chemical reaction that softens PVC and to 

provide an even prepped surface for the solvent cement. PVC joints are not glued 

together exactly, but fused through a chemical change. The softer the outer layer of your PVC, the better it will cement 

in your joint. This is how primer really helps increase the connection strength.  

 

We stock both clear and purple primer in different sizes. The purple primer helps easily identify which connections have 

been primed. These can be found by doing a “.PRIMER” search.  

 

 

Glue (Cement): The term cement is sort of a misnomer. The "cement" class of 

adhesives are typically used to bond two materials together where the cement holds them 

together. PVC cement is a solvent. Solvents basically meld the pipe and fitting into one. 

When you solvent weld PVC, you are actually turning the two sides that you are joining 

into PVC mush, the molecules all blend together, and what you are left with is essentially 

one single piece of PVC.  

 

There are many different types of PVC cement. The first difference is the weight or 

thickness of the cement. It can either be Light (Regular), Medium, or Heavy. Contractors may use a lighter weight glue in 

the winter and a heavier weight glue in the summer. There is also all-weather cement that can be left outside in 

someone’s van throughout the winter. These can be found by doing a “.CEMENT” search.  

 

**We recently started stocking a grey PVC cement. This serves the same purpose as the purple primer and allows a 

Contractor to know which connections have been cemented just by sight. Product BS07087** 

 

We stock Oatey cement and primers and also have a Private Labeled Lee Cement & Primer. The private label will have 

“LEE” at the beginning of the product number. There is also a blue colored cement. 

 

 

http://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/d7f245_3dd39c51c1974844866b72831d80fbf1.pdf
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Solvent Welding Process:  
 
Below is brief overview of the solvent welding process that joins PVC pipe and fittings.  

1. Get a clean cut on your PVC with a fine tooth saw. Square pipe ends fit snugly into the fittings, allowing 

plenty of contact area for the solvent cement to work. They also make a smoother interior surface for 

better water flow. 

 

2. De-bur the inside of the pipe. File off the inner burrs with sandpaper or cloth or a knife. Left in place, 

burrs can snag hair and other debris, causing clogs. 

 

3. Apply the primer. Wipe primer around the pipe and into the fitting to prepare it for the solvent 

cement. Let it dry about 10 seconds. 

 

4. Spread an even layer of solvent cement on the same surfaces. To keep excess solvent cement from 

being pushed into water piping, don't apply too much to the inside of the socket on the fitting. 

 

5. Align the fitting and pipe about a quarter turn from their final orientation. Then twist the fitting a 

quarter turn as you press it onto the pipe. Twisting the fitting helps spread the solvent cement evenly 

to ensure a solid joint.  

 

6. Hold the pipe and fitting together for about 15 seconds until the cement grabs. If you let go 

immediately, the pipe may push out of the fitting, resulting in a weak joint. 

 

***If you used clear primer and clear cement it would be difficult to quickly identify which connections had 

been glued. If you used purple primer and grey cement you could very quickly identify any missed connections 

in the project.***  

 

The Next Steps:  
 
The first next step is to learn more. The link below is to a video detailing how to look up many different types 

of PVC Cement in Mincron. There is also a link to a video demonstrating the process above.  

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dZXTMmrESNg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t_R_xFB_59w

